knockout ANNUALS

THERE’S ALWAYS ROOM FOR ANNUALS! Fill
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your containers, tuck them into your perennial
border or encircle your mailbox. These hard-
working plants bloom and bloom, from spring
to fall. And when your perennials take a break
or die down, the annuals are still going strong.

There’s more to annuals than the traditional
marigolds, petunias and pansies. From big,
bold spider flower to sweet-smelling
heliotrope, you have all sorts of fantastic
choices. Even geraniums and impatiens have a
new look. Check out their spectacular colors
and flower shapes in the pages that follow.
Then we’ll show you how to plant up three
gorgeous container gardens and give you the
scoop on four easy ways to take the work out
of watering your containers this summer.
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This pink lisianthus makes an
elegant cut flower as well as

a very good container plant.
Here it’s paired with the
unique flowers of ‘Kent Beauty’
ornamental oregano.




Flowering maple Abutilon hybrids

HEIGHT: 18 to 20 inches in a confainer WIDTH: 18 to 20
inches in @ container LIGHT: Full sun with affernoon shade
SOIL: Moist, welldrained HEAT TOLERANT: AHS zones

12 to 1 BEST FEATURE: Bellshaped blooms

Flowering maple has been making
a comeback in a big way because
it does so well in coniainers.
Although it has an upright shape, it
may arch or frail @ bit, so give if
some room to grow. If you live in
UUSDA zones @ or warmer, this plant
can get much larger, up fo 15 feet.

Bell-shaped flowers bloom from
spring until frost in shades of white,
vellow, orange, pink or red.

If you have the space, bring your potted flowering maple
inside before frost. Give it consistent moisture and a spot on @
sunny windowsill to keep it blooming all winter long.

Mixed colors: ‘'large Flowered Mixed' (in photo
Compact plants: ‘Bella Mixed'
Variegated foliage: 'Souvenir de Bonn'
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Cape daisy Osteospermum hybrids

HT: 6to 24 inches W I: 12 to 24 inches LIGHT: Full
sun to part shade SOIL: Average, welldrained HEAT
TOLERANT: AHS zones 12 to 1 BEST FEA

This sweet daisylike flower is versatile
enough 1o go almost anywhere in
your garden. Whether you plant it in
the ground or in o confainer, if's sure
to add a litile sunshine to the scene.

Cape daisies have tocthed gray-
green folioge and bloom in shades of
pink, yellow, orange and white. The
flowers close af night and open
again in the morning.

Cut a new plant back hard in early
spring before it blooms and again in
midsummer to promote a dense, full shape. To keep the
blooms coming as long as possible, deadhead spent flowers.
Cape daisy needs cool nights to bloom, so if the flowers stop
during the heat of the summer, wait until fall and they'll start
up again.

Orange flowers: Symphony ™ ‘Crange’ (in photo)
Unique flower form: "Whirligig'

Magenta blooms: Springsiar 'Sirius

Pink blooms: Sopranc” ‘light Purple’

TURE: Tropical colors

PHOTOS: Deboroh Gruca (llowering maple}: John Holiarf (cape daisy)




Geraniums Pelargonium hybrids

'; IC-

H T: 3 to 24 inches WIDTH: 3 o 24 mches GHT:

sun to light shade SOIL: We\ldmmcd LERAN
zones 12to | BEST FEATURES: |nteresting Fol[oge and showy
blooms that last a long fime

Plant breeders have been busy making
specfocular improvemants on
Grandma's good old geraniums.
Blooms with sfriped peials, confrasting -
eyes and new forms, including dou- P73
bles, rose and fulip shapes, are now
available. There's even colorful varie-
gated foliage, too.

Geraniums do well in pots or in the
border. To keep blooms coming, snap
off each flower stem as the petals fade.
The imporiant things o remember are fo keep them on the dry
side and feed them regularly.

Can't bear o part with your beautiful geraniums when the
weather gets cold? Bring them indoors in @ sunny window.
They'll get bigger year after year,

Tulip-shaped flowers: ‘Pairicia Andrea’ (in phoio)
Green leaves with white centers: 'Happy Thought
Gold leaves: ‘Friary Wood'

Spider flower Cleome hassleriana

HEIGHT: 11210 5 feet WIDTH: 1 to 2 feet LIGHT: Full sun
fo pom shode 5O + Humus-rich, well-drained, sandy
HEAT TOLER AHS zones 12 fo 1 BEST FEATURE: Unigue

[\ownr shopes

Spider flower gefs its name from the
many long protruding stamens that
make this fall, arching annual beautiful
and unique.

This is @ plant you can sow direcily in the
garden — you won't need o siart it indoors.
I'll start bloeming when it's enly 1 foot tall or
so and then keeps growing, with older blooms
and seed pods at the base being replaced by
new flowers on fop. By late summer, the plant is
al its peak with lots of tall blooms. 4

Spider flower needs welldrained soil, and despite i
height, rarely needs staking or deadheading. Be careful
where you plant spider flower — some people think ifs
pungent, herbal scent is unpleasant. And it can ressed.

Easy-to-find pink: ‘Rose Queen' (in phofo)
Compact plant: ‘Sparkler” hybrids
White blooms: "VWhite Spider’
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Heliotrope Heliotropium arborescens

iT: 18 to 36 inches
\/\fel\ drained H

RE: \/oml\o scent

18 inches LIGHT: Full sun
IT: AHS zones 12 1o ]

Looking for an annual with an unbe-
lievable scent@ Plant heliotrope. ts
sweet vanilla fragrance, rich-purple
Hlowers and dark-graen textured
leaves make it o wonderlul bedding
or container plant.

Wait unfil the weather has
inoroughly warmed up before planting
heliofrope cutside — 2 to 3 weeks
after the last frost date in your area. The
mest important thing fo remember about
heliofrope is to keep it on the dry side
— it will flounder with foo much maisture. To keep it
blooming, be sure to deadhead. You can save heliotrope
over the winter in a sunny window. By spring it'll be lanky
and sparse, so cut all the stems back so it's about half its
original size and sfart fertilizing it.

{5

Great all-around: ‘Maring' (in phoio)
White blooms: 'Albg’
Compact grower: 'Dwarf Maring'
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Love-in-a-mist Nigella damascena

HT: 20 inches WIDTH: 9 mches LIGHT: Full sun

SOIL: Average, weH dro ned TOLERANT: AHS zones
12t 1 BEST FEATURES: Umque seedo@ds reseﬂds eosn\\/
without being invasive

Love-in-a-mist just might be the easiest annual
you can grow. Generations of gardeners
have enjoyed this oldfashionad favorite
with its blue, pink or white flowers and
delicate, feathery green foliage. By { & AN N )
simply dropping the seed on the soil - | S AR _~
and lightly scratching it in, you can 0
have lots of flowers. Sow the seed
where you want it fo bloom, because
lovein-armist seeclings have a taproot
and don'’t like being moved.

If you deadhead, il bloom on and off much of the
summer, especially if you live where it's cool. leave a few of
the large, round, maroon-striped seedheads on the plant to |
ripen so you can pick them for dried flower arrangements.
And let a few pods stay on the plant so il selfseed. That
way you'll be sure to have more flowers next year.

Best known: Common love-in-a-mist {in photo)
Blue double blossoms: 'Oxford Blue’
White: 'African Bride’



Ornamental millet Pennisetum glavcum

HEIGHT: 3 fo 5 feet WIDTH: 2 io 3 feet LIGHT: Full sun
50IL: Well-drained HEAT TOLERANT: AHS zones 12 1o 1

BEST FEATURE: Sirong, architectural form

Locking for a conversation piece to add fo
your gardeng Try ornamenial millet. The
purple, straplike leaves and spiky seedheads
are striking and will certainly make
people fake notice. Plus the seedheads
will draw birds in for a snack.

While it can folerate almost any 5 \\\\
growing conditions, from exireme heat %, ' X—é\l;\
and low moisture to cool and damp, \\\

millet does best with a light feeding of
watersoluble fertilizer every time you water.

Mix clumps of ornamental millet into perennial borders or
use it as a cenferpiece in an annual garden. It's wonderful
along a driveway, in your foundation border or along a
fence. You can even grow it in large containers, as we'll show
you on p. 36.

Use the dromatic seedheads in fresh or dried bouquets.

Bronze-green foliage: Jester’ (in photc)
Dark-purple leaves with red midribs: ‘Purple Majesty’
Smallest: ‘Purple Baron’

Impatiens Impatiens hybrids

HEIGHT: 6 to 18 inches WIDTH: 10 to 15 inches LI«
shade fo shade SOIL: Rich, moist, welldrained H

TOLERANT: AHS zones 12 to 1 BEST FEATI
for shady situations

Easy o grow, versatile and con-
stantly blooming, impatiens have
been a garden favorite for many
years. Whether you grow them in
beds or containers, there’s some-
thing for everybody. But the wide X
variety of new plants available =
may surprise you.

{T: Part

E: Bright color

Impatiens now come in almost every color, including
vellow. And there are more new sizes, colors, bi-colors and

doubles coming every year.

Care for impatiens is simple — just give them at least part
shode and keep them moist. There’s no need to deadhead,
the flowers drop off clean. And if the plant becomes leggy,

just prune it back by about a third or so.

Yellow flowers: ‘Jungle Gold' [in photo)
Double blooms: ‘Rosebud Purple’
Dwarf plant: Firefly™ series
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Lisianthus Eustoma grandiflorum

HEIGHT: 18 to 36 inches WIDTH: 12 inches LIGHT: Full sun
SOIL: Well-drained, neutral fo alkaling HEAT 1 T
AHS zones 12 to 1 BEST FEATURE: Long-lasting cui

Add lisianthus to your list of favorite
annuals so you can enjoy these ele-
gant, cupshoped flowers in your own
gorden. And if you like, cut a few fo
bring indoors. They're a very long-
lasting cut flower.

Lisianthus flowers come in shades of
lavender, pink, purple, red and white.
There are also bicolors, as well as
double blooms that look similar fo roses.
Taller cultivars may need staking, or you ~
can pinch the tips back on young plants
once or twice to stimulate sturdier branching. Removing spent
flowers will keep more coming uniil frost.

ESEI
] =3+

Compact and heat tolerant: ‘Florida Blug' (in photo)
White with pink edge: ‘Sopphire Pink Rim'’
Creamy yellow blooms: ‘Echo Yellow'
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Angelonia Angelonia angustifolia

IGHT: 2 to 4 feet WIDTH: @ to 12 inches LIGHT: Full sun
Well-drained HEAT TOLERANT: AHS zones 12 1o 1
BEST FEATURE: Versatile in containers or in the ground

Angelonia — it sounds like a plant sent
from heaven, doesn't ite While it has a
heavenly lock, it's really tough and can
thrive in heat and drought. Give it a
sunny spot in the border or in large
containers, remove flower spikes as
they fade and i'll bloom from early
summer until fall.

Be careful not to overfertilize or
your plants will end up with weak %’}
stems, lush foliage and few flowers. - )

In general, plants don't need
staking. But if they grow too tall, don't be afraid to
cut them back to a side branch — they'll reflower in
about two weeks,

You'll find cultivars with flowers in shades of purple,
lavender, pink and white.

Rose color: 'AngelMist™ Dark Rose’ [in photo)
Deep purple: ‘Cariia™ Purple’
White with purple streaking: 'AngelFace® Bicolor’



Pineapple sage Salvia elegans

HEIGHT: Up fo & feet V : 3 feet LIGHT: Full sun to part
sncde SOIL: Alkaline Wel\dromed OLERAN AHS

zones 12fo 1 B
bright-red bloams

This shrubby plant is full of surprises:
Fuzzy leaves that smell of pineapple
when you rub against them and bright-
red tubular flowers that bloom all
summer. You'll find that no passing but-
terfly or hummingbird can resist them.

Pinch pineapple sage tips back in
early summer fo encourage more bushy
growth and lofs of blooms. Keep the
soil on the dry side, as this plant
doesn't like it wet. If the weather is =
extremely hot, give it an occasional deep watering fo keep
those flowers coming. The leaves are edible and can be
used raw in cold drinks and salads.

Pineapple sage is extremely easy to propagate. In fact,
you can simply root cutfings in water.

Gold foliage: 'Galden Delicious’ (in ohofo)
Pink flowers: ‘Frieda Dixon’
Tangerine-scented: ‘Tangerine’

Ornamental pepper Capsicum annuum

8 io 20 inches Wi hf) o 19 inches LIGHT:
Full sun SOIL: Moist, we”c:mmed TOLERANT: AHS

sones 12 o1 BEST FEATL Brlghfly co\ored fruit

Peppers have broken fres from the veg- /
efable garden! While these orno-
mental types are usually edible, they're
grown more for their small, colorful
fruits that lock great in flower beds or
containers. Some even have colorful :
foliage, too. 7 T~

This is an easy plant to grow,
needing very litle water or fertilizer.
However, just like edible peppers, it
does need lofs of hot weather before it
bloom and set fruit. That means you shouldn't sef your pepper
plants outdoors in the spring uniil the weather has iurned quite
warm — about the same fime you would plant fomatoes.

Like all peppers, be careful if you bite info one of these
colorful fruits — most are exiremely hoil

Deep purple leaves: ‘Black Pearl’ [in photo)
Variegated foliage: ‘Jigsaw’
Yellow to red fruit: "Holiday Flame'
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